Economics and Trade
The Sudan is bounded on the north by Egypt; on the
east by the Red Sea, the Italian Colony of Eritrea and
Abyssinia ; on the south by Kenya, Uganda and the
Belgian Congo ; and on the west by French Equatorial
Africa. Of the countries named, all but Egypt are
exclusively producers of raw products of much the same
kinds as those produced in the Sudan, so that there is
little possibility of trade with them, though the import
of Abyssinian coffee is an exception of some note to this
statement. There are, moreover, no feasible trade routes
across the eastern, southern and western frontiers, to
remoter markets. In the matter of external trade,
therefore, the orientation of the Sudan is towards Egypt
and the Red Sea,
To this trade the northern desert zone opposes a formid-
able barrier, At first sight it might appear that the Nile,
traversing the country from south to north, would provide
an easy means of transport in the desired direction, but,
as though deliberately designed for the isolation of the
Sudan, no less than six cataracts obstruct the course of
the river between Khartoum and Aswaja and render it
almost useless as a carrier of any considerable trade.
Nor must it be supposed that by the construction of rail-
ways, to Haifa and Port Sudan, this barrier has been
removed. It remains in the form of transport costs for
the long haul across the desert, which handicap the
development for export of the products of the fertfle
southern zones of the country.
In the days before the railways were made, the Kile
was not, however, the only means of crossing the desert.
Caravan routes existed, practicable for camels. Of these
the most noteworthy were those from Berber to Suakija,
then the main port on the Bed Sea, and from Barfur to
Asaiut in Egypt (the Arfafin—or forty-day — Road),

